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Issue 9 December 2010 Rhosnesni Newsround 
Rhifyn 9 Rhagfyr 2010 Newyddion Rhosnesni 

RESPECT , HONESTY and  SUCCESS / PARCH, GONESTRWYDD  a LLWYDDIANT 

Congratulations!! 
 

Record Breaking Results at Ysgol Rhosnesni 
 

Welcome to the latest edition of ‘Newyddion’ which is 
once again packed full of the many wide and varied  

activities that take place at Ysgol Rhosnesni. 
 

I am delighted to inform you that the school has 
achieved its highest ever GCSE performance which  

surpassed the previous best set in 2009.  
 

As a school community, we have made significant  
overall improvement in the standard of achievement at 

all levels. I therefore wish to extend my sincere  
congratulations to all the pupils who have worked  

tremendously hard to gain their qualifications and to 
wish them every future success. There have been some 

outstanding results with some superb individual  
achievements. My thanks are extended to staff and  

parents who have provided the support to enable our 
pupils to do so well. 

 
We have much to look forward to in the new year as we 
continue to strive for the very best for our pupils. In the 

meantime, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I hope you enjoy 

our Christmas Special edition. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Gareth Hughes Headteacher / Pennaeth 

Llongyfarchiadau!! 
 

Canlyniadau Gorau Eto Ysgol Rhosnesni  
 

Croeso i'r rhifyn diweddaraf o 'Newyddion' sydd unwaith 
eto yn llawn o weithgareddau eang ac amrywiol sydd 

yn digwydd yn Ysgol Rhosnesni. 
 

Mae'n bleser gennyf eich hysbysu fod yr ysgol wedi 
cyflawni ei pherfformiad TGAU uchaf erioed  sy'n rhagori 

ar y set flaenorol yn 2009. 
 

Fel ysgol gymunedol, rydym wedi gwneud gwelliant 
sylweddol yn safon ein cyrhaeddiad ar bob lefel. Yr wyf 
felly yn dymuno estyn fy llongyfarchiadau diffuant i’r holl 
ddisgyblion sydd wedi gweithio'n hynod o galed i ennill 
eu cymwysterau ac i ddymuno pob llwyddiant iddynt yn 
y dyfodol. Cafwyd rhai canlyniadau rhagorol gyda rhai 
llwyddiannau gwych unigol. Hoffwn i’r diolchiadau gael 
eu hymestyn i’r staff ac i’r rhieni sydd wedi darparu’r 

cymorth i alluogi ein disgyblion i wneud hynny yn dda. 
 

Mae gennym lawer i edrych ymlaen ato yn y flwyddyn 
ysgol newydd wrth i ni barhau i ymdrechu'r gorau ar 

gyfer ein disgyblion. Yn y cyfamser, a gaf gymryd y cyfle 
hwn i ddymuno Nadolig Llawen iawn a Blwyddyn 
Newydd Dda i chi. Rwy'n gobeithio y byddwch yn 

mwynhau ein rhifyn Nadolig Arbennig. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Gareth Hughes Headteacher / Pennaeth 

  

Message from the Headteacher  

Would you like a colour version of   
Newyddion?  

 
Download it now from……….. 

 
www.rhosnesni-high.wrexham.sch.uk 
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More happy faces of students collecting their exam results……. 

 
Well Done! 
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Charlotte gains Gold and aims even higher for the f uture  
 

Former Ysgol Rhosnesni pupil Charlotte Pearce recently returned to the school to formerly receive her ASDAN Gold 
Award in recognition of her outstanding achievements whilst a pupil at the school. 

Charlotte gained incredible success in her GCSE studies and was in receipt of the B2 Business Systems Award for 
‘Determination to Succeed’ at the school Annual Achievement Awards in 2009. Charlotte is now a student at Deeside 

College studying hard for her National Diploma Sports BTEC Level 3 qualification. She is focusing on a place at  
university after taking a ‘Gap’ year to work as a personal fitness trainer in the Middle East or taking on voluntary work in 

Canada. In addition, Charlotte is also a qualified 2nd Dan black belt Karate instructor and has just passed her driving 
test! Headteacher Mr Hughes said ‘I am delighted that Charlotte has gained this award. It reflects her extremely positive  
approach to school and is an example to all pupils of the merits of hard work, determination, commitment and in making 

good use of your talents. She is a fantastic role model with a ‘can do’ approach to life’. 
 

He added ‘We look forward to hearing about Charlotte’s continued success in the future’. 
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS EVENING 2010  

Crusaders help celebrate  
Achievement Awards Evening  

 
William Aston Hall at Glyndwr University was 

once again the venue for the annual 
Achievement Awards ceremony which  
celebrated the many wide and varied 
achievements of Rhosnesni pupils. 

 
This year we were fortunate to have  

members of the Celtic Crusaders Rugby 
League team to present the trophies. The 
club has now made its home in Wrexham 
and has just completed a very successful 

season at The Racecourse. 
 

‘I am delighted the players were able to join 
us for the evening, they have made it a 
memorable one for all concerned. Said 

Headteacher Mr Hughes. ‘I would like to 
thank the Crusaders for being so supportive 

and to congratulate all the award  
winners’ he added. 
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Please contact school if you 
would like any of the pictures 

in the newsletter 
 e-mailed to you or  

e-mail  
 

Katheen.berrington@ 
rhosnesni-

high.wrexham.sch.uk 
 for your request 
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YSGOL RHOSNESNI HIGH SCHOOL  
 

CLASS OF 2010 PROM 
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Education For Sustainability And Global  
Citizenship  (ESDGC)  

 
Mrs S Williams is co-ordinating Education For Sustainability And Global  Citizenship ( ESDGC ).   Several 

new initiatives have taken place which are all helping to promote ESDGC across the School.  Rhosnesni 
High School is now regarded as an Eco-School based on all of the work that has been completed to date.  

Bronze and Silver Awards have also been achieved from the Eco-Schools Committee in Wales. Most  
recently the prestigious ‘Green Flag’ award has also been achieved!! Many thanks to all members of the  

Eco-Committee and Appetite For Life Working Group for their support with this! Most important thanks go to 
Mrs Sharman Parry, Mrs Cheryl Hughes, Mr Paul Hughes and Mrs Phyllis Davies (Site Supervisors).   

 
 Rhosnesni High School Eco Committee –   

Flying The ‘Green Flag’ For The Environment!!!  
 
 

Rhosnesni High School has become the first secondary school in 

the Wrexham area to achieve the coveted ‘Green Flag’ Award from 

the Eco-Schools  programme .    

Assistant Headteacher Mrs Sally Williams explained that assessors 

from Eco Schools visited the school in June 2010 to meet over 30 

pupils who represent the Eco-Committee. The Assessors led by Ms 

Catrin Davies from Eco Schools,  were  very impressed with the way 

in which  Rhosnesni High School Eco Committee  are the driving 

force behind Eco-Schools. They lead the Eco-Committee and help 

carry out an audit to assess the environmental performance of the 

school. Through consultation with the rest of the school and the 

wider community, it is the pupils at Rhosnesni   who decide which 

environmental themes they want to address and how they are going 

to do it. Measuring and monitoring is an integral part of the Eco-

Schools  programme and this has provided a vast amount of evi-

dence that has subsequently lead to environmental success.   

Mr Gareth Hughes Headteacher at Rhosnesni High School stated ; 

“ The prestigious Green Flag Award symbolises excellence in the 

field of environmental and curriculum activity and emphasises the 

amount of hard work, enthusiasm and commitment the ‘team’ have 

undertaken over many years at Rhosnesni.  We are very proud to be 

the first secondary school in the Wrexham area to have achieved 

this award” 

The photographs show the Eco Committee with the Green Flag and 

from left Mrs Cheryl Hughes, Mrs Sally Williams and Mr Gareth 

Hughes (Headteacher) 

The following photographs show the Eco 
Committee giving their presentations to the 
Eco Schools Assessors during the Green 

Flag assessment. 

The Assessors were also given a tour of the 
school showing the areas that had been 

 improved by the Eco Committee. 
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Mr John Davies – Chief Learning and Achievement Off icer For 

Wrexham Visits  
Rhosnesni High School Eco Committee To Celebrate ‘G reen Flag’ 

Success!!  
 

The Eco Committee at Rhosnesni High School were thrilled to receive a 
visit from Mr John Davies Chief Learning and Achievement Officer for 

Wrexham on Tuesday November 16th 2010.  Mr Davies came to attend 
an Eco Committee meeting and to watch a presentation on all of the 

work that they have undertaken so far on environmental issues!   
Mr Davies congratulated the Eco Committee on becoming the first  

secondary school in Wrexham to have achieved the coveted ‘Green 
Flag’ Award.  He was also very impressed with the presentation that the 
Eco Committee gave and wished all concerned success for the future! 

The photograph shows Mr John Davies 
(centre) with Eco Committee representatives, 

Mrs Sally Williams and Mr Gareth Hughes. 

Rhosnesni High School Eco-Committee . 
 

The first meeting of the Eco-Committee took place on  Wednesday 29th September 2010, attended by over 20  
Rhosnesni High School pupils as well as Mrs.S Williams. Action Plans were discussed and updated and  

priorities were agreed for the new academic year. The Action Plan with an update for 2009-2010 is found on the next 
page as well as the new Action Plan for 2010-2011. 

Eco-Committee Meeting  
Wednesday 29 th September 2010.  

Staff Present: Mrs S Williams  
 

 
Pupils Present: Eilish Jones, Rebecca May, Renee Ca rroll (11Y2),Lucy Lloyd, Daniel Fisher, Charlotte G ibson 
((10S1) Leah Clarke, Jack Roberts, Granton Evans, ( 10Y2),Kimberley O’Brian, Collette Slawson (10R2), T anya 
Webb (10S2) Joe Hughes, Rhys Hollingsworth, Georgia  Clifton, Hannah Taylor, Ellie Bonner, Callum Hughe s, 

Kyle Dean, Kacper Przekora, Max Sykala, Stuart Thom as (9Y2), Aaron Roberts, Owen Weston (8H2).  
 
 
1)Welcome  
Mrs S Williams welcomed all members to the first meeting of the academic year! 
 
 
2) Review of 2009-2010 
Mrs Williams led the discussion concerning the Action Plan targets for 2009-2010.  It was agreed that most of the targets 
set had been achieved.  The greatest success was the achievement of the Green Flag Award – and becoming the first 
secondary school in Wrexham to achieve this award!  An update of the 2009-2010 Action Plan will be completed and a 
new Action Plan will be put in place for the academic year 2010-2011. This will be achieved by October half term 
(22/10/10) 
 

Continued over page…. 

Green Flag Award Presented At Wrexham Healthy Schools  Celebration Event At Glyndwr University!  
 
 

The Wrexham Healthy Schools Celebration Event is an opportunity to reward schools for their commitment to health promotion and 
to celebrate good practice.  On Friday 12th November, Mrs Sally  Williams and Mrs Cheryl Hughes spent an excellent morning with 
pupils from the Eco Committee and Appetite For Life Working Party, receiving awards from the Mayor and Mayoress of  Wrexham.  

The awards were presented to Granton and Leah who were representing all pupils who are involved in the Eco Committee and  
Appetite For Life Working Party.The photograph shows Granton and Leah receiving a miniature ‘Green Flag’ Award and Certificate 

from Healthy Schools from the Mayor of Wrexham, Mr Jim Kelly.   
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3)Sub Groups 
Due to the numbers involved in the Eco Committee it was decided to create smaller ‘sub groups’. The following pupils 
agreed to lead in the areas below ; 
 
Recycling /Paper Boxes            Planting/Environm ental         Funding 
Ellie              Georgia                     Callum           Rhys            Max     Charlotte           
Colette         Hannah                     Kyle                 Kim              Granton    Callum 
Granton       Owen                        Tanya                                        Dan          Lucy 
 
4)AOB 
* Request made for volunteers of the Eco Committee to do Assembly for all Year groups.  To be discussed further. 
* Mrs S Williams to gain information about a trip to the ‘Sharp’ factory in Llay to undertake a presentation and hopefully 
for the Eco Committee to obtain a solar panel for RHS. 
 
Chair Of Meeting /Minutes : Mrs S Williams  

Target  Who will  
implement it?  

How will it be  
implemented?  

Possible  
Cost  

Timescale  Monitoring and  
 Evaluation  

Final  
Evaluation  

  
Litter  
  

  
Eco-Committee 
led by Mrs  
Williams with 
Tutor Groups/Site 
Supervisor. 

Eco-Committee  
meetings, assemblies, 
 PSE  lessons.  Litter 
picks done on a rota 

Purchasing new 
bins £50.00 each. 
Purchasing litter 
picks . 

Autumn term to 
start process 
again. 

Eco-Committee,  
student council, staff 
feedback. Site  
Supervisor. 

Excellent success 
with raising  
awareness of this. 
Regular litter picks 
took place during 
PSE lessons by 
Years 7 and 8 and 
by Eco-Committee. 

  
Paper Recycling  
/General  
recycling  
initiatives.  
  

Mrs Williams.  
Representatives 
from Tutor 
Groups.  Whole 
school support 
with initiative. 

Form Reps. to empty 
bins.  Mr P Hughes  to 
support. Eco-Committee 
reps. to audit location of 
bins and monitor  
content. 

No cost currently. 
Class Bins (x 55) 
and outside  
collection bins 
provided by council. 

To begin  
September 2009. 
 On going  
throughout the 
year. To look into 
other recycling 
initiatives (Bag To 
School) 

Mrs Williams with staff 
and pupil feedback.  
Site Supervisor and 
Council  
Representatives. 

Continues to work 
effectively.  Eco 
Committee Sub 
Group monitoring 
the paper recycling.  
A lot of paper  
recycled during  
2009-2010 

  
Global Links/Fair 
Trade Support  
  

Mrs Williams/Miss 
Rowlands with  
Staff in curriculum 
areas. Eco-
Committee  
support. 
Governing body. 

Mrs Williams to attend 
meetings with relevant 
agencies (Dolen 
Cymru). and Mr D  
Phoenix (TCC Fair-
trades) 

To be confirmed but 
money 
 available from 
Dolen Cymru  and 
British Council via 
bids. 

September 2009 
process 
 to begin 
  
  

Mrs Williams/Miss 
Rowlands with Eco-
Committee as well as 
identified Staff. 

Fairtrade work has 
started with Mrs 
Daniels.  Further 
development  
required next  
academic year. 

  
School Ground 
Improvement  
  

Eco-Committee 
members led by 
Mrs Williams, Mrs 
Parry, Mrs Moore 
and Site  
Supervisors. 
Groundwork Trust 
representatives. 

Pupils from RHS to work 
with Groundwork Trust. 
Several areas for  
development targeted. 

To be confirmed. 
Groundwork 
Trust to be  
commissioned to 
 help look for  
funding 
 initiatives. 

1st phase  Novem-
ber 2009 
  
2nd phase  
Summer term 
2010 

Mrs Williams with all 
Staff / Pupils via  
questionnaires,  
meetings, 
 
  

Area by Science 
block/main  
reception area 
completed.  Still 
need to look for 
extra funding for 
further  
developments to 
continue. 

To raise awareness 
of ESDGC/ Eco-
Committee Work.  
  
  

Mrs Williams and 
Mrs Parry with 
Eco-Committee 
representatives. 

New ESDGC audit. 
Newsletters. 
Curriculum areas. 
ESDGC ‘days’ in July. 
Powerpoint by Eco 
Committee. 

To be confirmed On going through-
out the year. 

Mrs Williams 
Mrs Parry with Eco-
committee reps. 
  

‘Green Flag’ Award 
achieved in June 
2010! ‘Movie’  
completed detailing 
all work achieved.  
Newsletters and 
school website used 
extensively. 

RHOSNESNI HIGH SCHOOL ECO-COMMITTEE 
ACTION PLAN UPDATE 2009 - 2010  



13 

 

RHOSNESNI HIGH SCHOOL ECO-COMMITTEE 
ACTION PLAN 2010 - 2011  

Target  Who will  
implement it?  

How will it be  
implemented?  

Possible  
Cost  

Timescale  Monitoring and  
 Evaluation  

  
Litter  
  

  
Eco-Committee led by 
Mrs Williams with 
Tutor Groups/Site 
Supervisor. 

 
Eco-Committee  
meetings, assemblies, 
 PSE  lessons.  Litter picks 
done on a rota 

 
Purchasing new bins 
£50.00 each. 
 

 
Autumn term to start 
process again. 

 
Eco-Committee, student 
council, staff feedback. 
Site Supervisor. 

  
Paper Recycling  
/General  
recycling  
initiatives.  
  

 
Mrs Williams.  
Representatives from 
Tutor Groups.  Whole 
school support with 
initiative. 

 
Eco Committee to set up a 
sub group to look at ways of 
fundraising for the Eco  
Committee.  

 
Possible cost with pho-
tocopying  

 
To begin  
September 2010. 
 On going throughout 
the year. To look into 
other recycling initia-
tives (Bag To School) 

 
Mrs Williams with staff and 
pupil feedback.  Site Su-
pervisor and Council  
Representatives. 

  
Global Links/Fair Trade 
Support  
  

 
Mrs Williams/Miss 
Daniels with  Staff in 
curriculum areas.  
Eco-Committee  
support. 
Governing body. 

 
Mrs Daniels to lead initiative 
with support from Eco-
Committee  

 
To be confirmed. 

 
September 2010 
process  to begin 
  
  

 
Mrs Williams/Miss Daniels 
with Eco-Committee as 
well as identified Staff. 

  
School Ground  
Improvement  
  

 
Eco-Committee sub 
group members led 
by Mrs Williams and 
Site Supervisors.  

 
Pupils from RHS to work with 
maintaining areas already 
developed 

 
Possible cost of plants/
bulbs/equipment  

 
On going throughout 
the academic year.  

 
Mrs Williams with all 
Staff / Pupils via  
questionnaires, meetings, 
 
  

 Developing links with 
the ‘wider community’ 

 
Mrs Williams with  
Eco-Committee  
representatives. 
Youth Worker support  

 
Newsletters. 
Curriculum areas. 
ESDGC ‘days’ in July. 
Movie  by Eco Committee  

 
To be confirmed 

 
On going throughout 
the year. 

 
Mrs Williams with  
Eco-committee reps. 
  

Eco Code 
Years 7 and 8 were involved in a competition to devise an Eco-Code for Rhosnesni High School in 2009.  The  

Eco-Codes that were produced demonstrated in a clear and imaginative way Rhosnesni High School’s commitment to 
improving our environment as well as our determination to be Eco-friendly. 

 
The Eco-Committee recently reviewed the Eco-Codes and decided that due to the high standard of the Eco-Codes, 
we would continue to use the top two around the school.  Here are the Eco-Committee’s winning Eco-Codes from  

Rachel Johnson and Chloe West! 
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Representatives From The Eco Committee Visit  
Sharp Manufacturing Company Of UK  

 
 

A very exciting visit took place on Wednesday 9th November 
2010 when a group of ten Year 9 pupils from the Eco  

Committee had the opportunity to tour around the Sharp  
factory on the Llay Industrial Estate.  The visit was to  

secure a solar panel from Sharp who had very kindly agreed to  
donate a solar panel to the school for its environmental area. 

The Eco Committee gave a presentation to Ms Denise  
Marsden, General Manager and Mr Stephen Crewe, Manager 

of Sharp UK.  Ms Nicola Gough, Artist in Residence at  
Rhosnesni High School also attended the visit and explained 

how the solar panel would be used for lighting in the  
environmental area! 

 
All pupils and staff then had a tour of the Interactive area as 

well as a tour of the factory floor where over 4000 solar panels 
are produced EVERY DAY!!  Denise and Steve were very  

impressed with the work the Eco Committee had undertaken 
to date on environmental issues, and congratulated everyone 

for obtaining the ‘Green Flag’! 
 

A big thanks goes to Mrs Denise Marsden and Mr Stephen 
Crewe from Sharp UK for allowing our Eco Committee the  
opportunity to visit the factory.  Thanks also to Ms Joanne 

Wright from Sharp for organising the visit! 
 
 

The photo shows the  
representatives from the Eco 
Committee with from left to 

right, Ms Nicola Goff Artist in 
Residence at Rhosnesni, Mrs 

Sally Williams Assistant  
Headteacher, Ms Denise  

Marsden General Manager 
Sharp UK and Mr Stephen 
Crewe Manager Sharp UK. 

With Ms Denise Marsden in the Interactive  
Workshop 

Kyle playing the ‘Solar Quiz’! 

Max and Kacper also attempting the ‘Solar Quiz’! 
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‘We Are The World Days’ 13 th and 14 th July 2010.  

 
Some very exciting Workshops have taken place on Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th July, pupils had the opportunity 

to discover different cultures around the World as well as learning how to protect and preserve their environment. Mrs S. 
Williams explained that the workshops were centred around Education for Sustainability and Global Citizenship. In total, 
over 400 pupils each day experienced 20 different workshops ranging from Thai Cookery, Brazilian Samba music (with 

Eddie Sherwood ex-drummer with the pop group ‘Simply Red’.),  
Fairtrade, Japanese Origami and Police demonstrations as well as experiencing snakes, crocodiles and lizards with 

‘Crocodile Joe’!  In particular, the highlight of the day was the 14 foot Burmese Python named ‘Princess’ brought in by 
‘Crocodile Joe’. Mrs S. Williams explained that the days had been a fantastic success and all of the pupils had gained a 

valuable insight into many cultures and lifestyles, as well as being given some valuable lessons in looking after their 
World!  Due to the success of these two days, plans are being prepared for a similar activity in July 2011 !. 

 
The photographs show some of the many exciting work shops that took part over the two days.  

 
Crocodile Joe!  

 
 

Rhosnesni High School was very lucky to have ‘Crocodile Joe’ 
attend the two ESDGC days as this is the third year that Joe 
has been able to provide his excellent workshops to all staff 

and pupils. “Crocodile Joe McQuade”, is a conservationist who 
picked up the nickname “Crocodile Joe” after working with 

crocodiles in Australia and at Steve Irwins Australia Zoo. Being 
a conservationist means that Joe is concerned about  

preserving the natural world, or at least trying to avoid any 
rapid negative changes to this delicately balanced planet we all 
live on. The ‘Crocodile Joe’ Workshops are about ensuring that 

not only human beings, but animals like crocodiles, deer, 
badger, newt, fox and frog are kept safe, so that our  

environment and its complex biodiversity are maintained for our 
future generations. Joe is in great demand and has appeared 
on numerous television shows including the BBC programme 
‘Prank Patrol’.  Once again and for the third year in a row, the 
‘Crocodile Joe’ Workshops were a massive hit with everyone. 

Over 700 pupils and Staff were thoroughly entertained and 
educated whilst watching the workshops. Joe has his own  

website and for more information about the work of ‘Crocodile 
Joe’ visit the website  

www.crocodilejoes.com. 
 

 Here are just a selection of the photographs of the two days! 
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Rhosnesni pupils were very brave holding this Burme se Python! 

Here are the Police getting in on the act, showing how brave they are!!! 

Brazilian Samba With Mr Eddie Sherwood !  
 

This is the fifth year that Eddie Sherwood has brought his  
excellent Brazilian Samba workshops to Rhosnesni!  Eddie is 
a firm favourite with Staff and pupils alike!  He used to be the  

drummer in the pop group ‘Simply Red’ and now takes his  
Brazilian Samba workshops all around the World!  Here are 

some of the photos showing Eddie’s workshops! 

African Drumming With  
Ms Amanda Quiqley  

 
This is the second year that Amanda has worked at 

Rhosnesni and we were very lucky to have her come 
to our school as she is very much in demand!  Amanda 
provided the African Drumming workshops which were 

fantastic and very noisy! 
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Japanese Origami With Mrs Amanda Hassell.  
 
 
Origami is the Japanese art of folding paper. ‘Ori’ is the Japanese word for folding and ‘Kami’ is the Japanese word for 
paper.  It was with great pleasure that Rhosnesni has its own ‘in house’ Origamist!!  Mrs Hassell, Learning Manager for 
Humanities at Rhosnesni, revealed her secret passion for origami – and even better, agreed to take this workshop over 

the two days!! 
Here are the photos of Mrs Hassell revealing her ‘other side’!! 

 
 
 

Environmental Art With Mr Tim Pugh  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rhosnesni High School was very lucky to have Tim Pugh 
come for the ESDGC workshops in the summer. Tim is very 

highly regarded in North Wales due to his excellent work 
with natural materials and turning them into art. All of the 

pupils involved in Tim’s Workshops contributed to making a 
mosaic of shells.  Here are the photos of Tim’s workshops. 

The finished article 

Thai Cookery With Mrs Dtoi Harvey  
 

This was Dtoi’s second visit to Rhosnesni High School to 
do her very popular Thai cookery classes. This was a 
very popular workshop due to the fantastic smells and 
aromas that were coming out of the Food Technology 

room! Trying to keep Rhosnesni teaching staff away was 
VERY DIFFICULT!! 

 
 
 

 
 

Mr G Sumner 
Waiting for 
some of the 

finished  
samples 

Hands on approach by 
some of the  

Rhosnesni pupils 
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Waste Awareness With Ms Caroline Pollitt  
 
Caroline is the Environmental Officer for Wrexham and it was her third 
year of visiting to Rhosnesni as part of the ‘We Are The World Days”.  
Caroline gave all our pupils and staff some excellent tips and advice 

about managing waste and recycling. 

Japanese Judo With Mr Jon Walsh  
 
This is the second year that Jon very kindly agreed to take 

part in the Workshops.  Once again all pupils and staff 
were given some excellent guidance in the use of Judo 

techniques! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wrexham Police Workshops On Citizenship  
 

Gary Edwards and his team are firm favourites at  
Rhosnesni!  This is the third year that the Police came in to 

give excellent demonstrations of the work of the police – 
which proved to be a big ‘hit’ in more ways than one!! 
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 Fairtrade At Rhosnesni  
 
Beverley from TCC provided some excellent workshops on 
Fairtrade.  This is the third year that these workshops have 
taken place and Rhosnesni High School hopes to achieve 

‘Fairtrade’ status very shortly  
(Co-ordinated by Mrs Catrin Daniels) 

 
 

Europe Direct Workshops.  
 

Europe Direct based in Wrexham library came to do 
some fantastic workshops on Human Rights and  

Poverty.  These workshops proved to be a huge hit as it 
gave all staff and pupils something very important to 

think about. 
 

 
 
 
Eleanor and 

Caroline 
from 

Europe  
Direct. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Simon from Europe 
Direct! 

Mr David Phoenix – International Development Office r For Wrexham.  
 

Rhosnesni High School was very fortunate to have Mr David Phoenix visit the Workshops over the two days.   
Mr Phoenix is a huge supporter of Rhosnesni High School and has helped implement and support a range of initiatives 

related to ESDGC !  Thanks go again to Mr Phoenix for his support with these two workshop days !! 

 
 
 

Mr Phoenix tried out his 
origami skills with Mrs 

Amanda Hassell! 

 
Helping out Mrs Dtoi 
 Harvey in the Thai  

Cookery Workshop ! 
 

 
With Mrs Sally 

 Williams and Mr Tim 
Pugh in the  

 Environmental Art 
Workshop! 

 
 

Working with Ms 
Amanda Quigley in 

the African  
Drumming  
Workshop ! 
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 14 -19 Curriculum Developments.  
 

Learning Pathways at Rhosnesni High School.  
 

The 14-19 Learning Pathways at Rhosnesni High School is being co-ordinated by Mrs S Williams (Assistant Head-
teacher) . 

 
Rhosnesni High School is part of the Wrexham 14-19 Network options which are available to all pupils in Years 9, 10 

and 11.   
 

Year 9 Options / Learning Pathways Process.  
 

As a pupil moves into Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11) English, Maths, Science, Physical Education, Religious  
Education, Welsh ,Personal and Social Education (PSE) and ICT continue to be compulsory, but some ‘choices’ in 

other areas are available. These ‘choices’ will depend upon an individual’s abilities and interests.  Some subjects are 
‘traditional’ whilst others are more ‘vocational’; however, at Rhosnesni High School we focus on appropriate ‘learning 

pathways’ for all our students. 
 

The ‘choices’ each student makes need careful thought and consideration, but above all need to provide a broad and 
balanced range of subjects.  Each pupil will be guided through these choices by a large number of staff.   

 
This year like last year, we will be offering all our Year 9 students the ability to use the ‘Careers Wales On Line’ (CWOL) 
website.  Staff at school will explain to all Year 9 pupils how to access this site and complete their options ‘on line’. We 
will also use the traditional ‘hard copies’ of information as well.  We are very grateful to the support and help from Mrs 

Denise Roberts (ICT Learning Manager at Rhosnesni) and the ICT Staff for helping all of our pupils access the Careers 
Wales website and ‘Moodle’ during their ICT lessons.  Also the help and support from ‘Careers Wales’ staff, Form  

Tutors and Learning Coaches at Rhosnesni High school is invaluable! Thank you! 
 

Please find the timeline of events for the Year 9 Options Programme in 2011. 
 
 
 
 

Rhosnesni High School Year 9 Options Programme 2011 . 
 

· Beginning of January 2011 , Learning Pathway information provided by Progress Manager/Assistant 
Progress Manager. Careers /Option Programme begins in all Year 9 PSE/ICT lessons with Careers  

    Advisers. 
 
 

· Friday  28th January 2011  Options Talk in the School Hall Lesson 1 and 2 with Mrs Sally Williams 
 

· Week commencing 31st January 2011 , information from Subject Teachers to all Year 9 pupils about 
courses in Years 10 and 11.  

 
· Week Commencing 7th February 2011  option booklets and forms distributed . (This will be when 

CWOL goes ‘Live’). Also, all Year 9 pupils to start CWOL in their ICT lessons. Careers Wales reps. to 
attend 

 
 
· Thursday 17 th February 2011  Year 9 Parents Evening.  Yale College and Careers Wales will be  
    represented  
 

· Week commencing 21st February 2011   . Half Term holiday – pupils to spend time reviewing the  
    Option Booklet and ‘CWOL’ website and making their choices. 

 
 

 
 

NB. Friday 4 th March 2011  Option Form completion final deadline !! 
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 Thinking And Assessment For Learning 
(AFL) Programme At Rhosnesni High 

School!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A very exciting initiative is being trialled at Rhosnesni 
High School. Mrs S. Wiliams (Assistant Headteacher), 

Miss D. Edwards (Assistant Learning Manager PE), Miss 
C Rowlands (Head of RE) and Mrs H Catton (Head of 
French) are Lead Teachers involved in the DCELLS 

Thinking and Assessment For Learning programme that 
is currently in place across primary and secondary 

schools in Wrexham 
 
 

What Are Thinking Skills?? 
The ability to learn and apply new skills effectively 

throughout our lives is a fundamental requirement for 
today’s generation living in an increasingly technological 

driven world.  
 

Developing thinking can be defined as developing  
patterns of thinking that help learners acquire deeper 
understanding and enable them to explore and make 
sense of their world.  It refers to processes that we in 

Wales have defined as plan, develop and reflect.   
Although we are born with a capability to think there is 

ample evidence that we can learn to think more  
effectively. 

 
What is Happening At Rhosnesni High School? 

The Lead Teachers (Mrs Williams, Miss Edwards and 
Mrs Catton, have been working to an Action Plan and 

are ‘trialling’ various Thinking Skills and AFL  initiatives 
within the subjects of Geography, French, RE and Girls 

PE.  Also at Rhosnesni, Action Plans have been  
produced by all Faculty/Departmental areas to see what 
other Thinking Skills and AFL Initiatives are being used/

are in place across the school. 
 

Meetings have taken place with Rhosnesni staff and staff 
in the feeder primary schools (Rhosnesni ‘Family of 

Schools’) to enable continuity and progression to  
develop between Key Stages. Meetings have also taken 
place with Mentors from DCELLS to assess progress to 
date. Lesson observations between staff involved in this 

 initiative have also taken place and the results have 
been excellent. The focus now being not on ‘what’ is 

learnt but ‘how’ it is learnt. 
 

All staff have also met with  Mrs Julia Whitby (Thinking 
Skills Co-Ordinator) and Mr John Williams  

(School Improvement Officer) from Wrexham LEA  and 
thanks are extended to both for their support and  

guidance with this initiative. Staff at Rhosnesni involved 
in the programme are now involved in setting up  

Professional Learning Communities (PLC’s) across 
North Wales to share and develop ‘good practice’ with 

the developing Thinking and AFL programme.  The next 
page shows just some of the strategies that are being 

used in school to develop Thinking and AFL. 

Open or closed questions ?  
 

Closed questions can be useful however they are not 
great at facilitating the use of abstract thinking skills, 
encouraging talking or eliciting much understanding. 
Open questions are more likely to do this and thus  

improve learning. 
 
e.g.  
 
Did you go out last night?  
 
What did you after school yesterday? 

Wait-time  
Wait time allows students time to think and therefore to 
produce answers. Also, not everyone in the class thinks 
at the same speed or in the same way – waiting allows 

students to build their thoughts  
and explore what has been asked. 

 
2 types of wait time –  
 Teacher speaks and then waits before taking 

student responses. 
 Student response ends and then teacher waits 

before responding. This gives the student 
space to elaborate or continue – or for another 
student to respond 

Post-It  
Use post-it notes to evaluate learning. 

Groups, pairs or individuals can  
answer: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
· What have I learnt? 
· What have I found easy? 
· What have I found difficult? 
· What do I want to know now? 

Minute Paper  
Students identify the most significant  
(useful, meaningful, unlikely) thing  
they have learnt during the lesson or  
unit. 
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HISTORY NEWS 
 

This has been another particularly busy start of term for the department. There were 
some outstanding individual pupil achievements in 2010. The department was 
 heartened by the results and hopes to see equal improvement in 2010/2011. 

 
At key stage 3 and 4 the programme of study have been reviewed in order to ensure a highly successful start to the 

new Academic Year. Quality assurance and work book scrutiny is in progress across the department under the faculty 
umbrella. 

Once again the ‘Hindsight Magazine’ has been successfully promoted with years 10 and 11 as a valuable revision aid 
and the students will receive their first issue this term. Further issues to follow in January and April. Also Year 10  

students have welcomed the usage of their GCSE student work book in ‘Medicine Across Time’ to aid their learning in 
this topic. Year 11 will have a similar  workbook later in the term for Germany 1919-1945. 

 
A Year 10/11 Exam Busting Workshop in Birmingham on 2nd February has been 
arranged by Mr Farquharson in order to aid exam performance at Key Stage 4. 

 
The department had a successful Open Evening on September 22nd. We were  

visited by many prospective students together with their parents and guardians, and 
were encouraged by their many positive comments. 

 
 

Mr Farquharson together with the Headteacher, Head Boy and Head Girl attended 
the Remembrance Service at the R.W.F. memorial on Sunday 14th November to lay a wreath on behalf of the pupils 

and staff of Ysgol Rhosnesni High School. 
 

Mr Farquharson will lead a History Study Tour to Prague and Berlin next Easter following the highly successful visit to 
Germany March 2010. 

 
 
 

Ian Farquharson 
Subject Leader (History) 

 

Karen Teasdale 
Museum Curator 

With 
Mr Ian Farquharson 

This is a suitecase with items from 
World War 2 

 
 

Here pupils are planning 
what they would be doing on 

the World War 2 subject 
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History Visit  
 

On Friday 1st October, girls from 8Y2, Georgina, Jenna, Sally, Emily, Katy, Rachel, Cara, Ellys, Lucia, Jessica, Sophie 
had a visit from a lady named  Karen Teasdale  from the Wrexham Museum. 

 
The girls have had a project to design one of the cabinets in the new part of the museum. They did a spider diagram, on 

Mr. Farquharson’s board. 
 

They then had the opportunity to see things that Karen brought in from World War 2 from the old museum. They shared 
ideas for what could be done in the museum and will be interviewing elderly local citizens who have memories from 

World War 2. First, the girls from Y2 and the elderly are meeting up with each other for a ‘tea party’. After meeting, the 
girls will be interviewing them for a ‘mini film’ that will be showing in the Museum after ‘the makeover’. The group of girls 

are very excited to be able to have a chance to participate in this wonderful experience.   
 

By Georgina Liddy & Jenna Roberts  

Pupils listen to a talk from Karen Teasdale Putting the talk into practice 

Making notes of items in the case Mr Farquharson and Karen Teasdale 
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Royal Navy Student Presentation Team visit Rhosnesn i High School.  
 

On Friday 10th September 2010 we were pleased to welcome the Royal Navy student presentation team. The team, 
which included Les Macgregor, Air Engineer, Stu Blackburn, Chef, Aaron Jones, Marine and Ben Davies, Weapons  

Engineer, gave an informative and interesting presentation about life in the Royal Navy and Marines to Year 10  
Students. 

The Presentation included video footage which highlighted the many varied careers available in the service with input 
from serving officers. Marine Aaron Jones is available for further discussion at the Armed Forces Careers office on 

Rhosddu Road. 

ARMY CAREERS DAY AT YSGOL RHOSNESNI HIGH SCHOOL  

On Monday 11th October 2010, 100 Year 10 pupils took part in the North and Mid Wales Military Challenge 2010. The 
challenge is designed to be interesting, full of fun and In addition provides an opportunity to learn and practise vital skills 

in a variety of environments.  
 

There are ten activities organised by different units from the Royal Welsh and Welsh Guards representing all areas of 
Wales, some of which involved the students donning full Military Kit, negotiating a huge inflatable obstacle course, being 
blindfolded and negotiating a minefield, rescuing casualties and Observation exercises.The skills developed enhance, 
encourage and motivate students’ individual and team efforts with team building and leadership skills that will increase 

their confidence and self esteem. 
 

At the end of the day, the students were hot, tired and sweaty but all agreed that the day had been great fun, with some 
students surprised at their own leadership skills! 

 
With over 18 schools and colleges taking part, we are in hot competition for the Military Challenge Shield and are  

anxiously awaiting the results!  
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GEOGRAPHY NEWS 

HEADLINE NEWS 
 

67% A*- C GCSE PASS RATE  

The new start to the term has been rather buoyant this year for a number of reasons!  Of particular note has been the 
superb G.C.S.E exam results.  Well done to those pupils involved! Gaining results like these involve a lot of planning 
and support from the staff in the department, and my thanks are extended to Mrs S A Williams and Mr C Whitney-Lang 
who worked tirelessly to support last year’s year 11. 
 
No sooner than year 11 finished their exams last year, we went into fieldwork overdrive with year 10’s visiting the  
Clywedog River, to investigate how it changes from source to mouth.  This involved donning our wellies, or flip flops for 
the brave, and venturing into the river with large rulers and tapes to collect the data required to write up the fieldwork 
element of the course.  We managed very well, even the poor weather forecast was good to us!  Special thanks go to 
Mrs S Williams and Mrs S Howell for venturing into the river with the pupils.  After a tiring day, pupils returned to school 
with the information required to do the ‘write-up’ phase. As ever our pupils worked diligently under exam conditions to 
produce a written project that is 10% of the final grade.  Well done to those pupils involved for their hard work. Year 8 
More Able and Talented pupils worked with both the ICT and Geography staff to produce videos about Geography in 
the News!  I was very impressed by the pupil’s work, and their ICT Skills.  Thanks to Miss Peck for her hard work in  
supporting the children with this activity. 

 
During the ESDGC day Mrs Hassell brought a touch of Japan 
to Rhosnesni with her Origami workshop, pupils made a  
number of animals, bats and noisy paper devices out of single 
sheets of paper.  Some pupils shared their own skills and 
showed others how to make cups!  Whilst we did this we drank 
green tea and tried some sushi and rice crackers, even the  
wasabi paste was a hit with the brave!! 

 
The term seems to be flying by, our new year 7 pupils have settled in well, and are learning about map skills, year 8 
have been working out their ecological footprints and researching the Sea Empress, and year 9’s have been looking at 
Population studies.  Year 10 have started their course with Rivers, and are adapting well to the new GCSE’s.  We wish 
them good luck for a successful year! 
 
Finally our current year 11 pupils are gearing up towards to exams in January and June!  They are currently studying 
Development and Globalisation learning about the MDG’s!  Parents, please ask them to explain what an MDG is, they 
should be able to tell you!!!  In the coming weeks we will be ordering revision books from the WJEC, and will have them 
for sale within the department, a letter will be sent home with pupils after October half term.  At this moment I am waiting 
to see an inspection copy of this guide, so will be best placed to feedback to your son/daughter in the near future. 
 

Mrs A Hassell 
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Trip to London, July 2010.  
 

Geographers were on the move again in July with our joint History trip to London!  As London basked in sunshine, we 
descended upon the big smoke on a Friday morning, first stop the Olympic site!  We picked up our guide, who took us 
on an interesting tour around the area, pausing to show us the velodrome, main track and basketball arena to name a 
few!  Her extensive knowledge was amazing, and we certainly learnt some facts about the Romney Marshes (where 
David Beckham trained as a boy) and what will happen to the site post Olympics.  This will be a green Olympics, and 

from what we saw, one that will be successful! 
After lunch by the Thames Barrier we moved on to the next stop ‘The Old Operating Theatre and Herb Garett’, by this 

point the temperature was in the high 30’s, but it did not stop us watching Molly Roberts being put onto the wooden  
operating table, and having the barber surgeon show how he would have operated on her leg 200 years ago!  The final 

stop of the day was to Tower Hill, and after a quick look round the area by the Tower of London we met our guide for the 
Jack the Ripper tour!  Our guide showed us all of the haunts of the ripper, and left us thinking who was he really???  

Along the way our girls were spotting the stars as well as the murder scenes, and we discovered that Peter Beale from 
Eastenders was on a similar tour, after some photographs of the STAR!!! we were able to continue on our way back to 

our hotel in the London Docklands. 
Saturday morning and all were bright eyed having got at least some sleep.  After a cooked breakfast we took off for the 

Imperial War Museum which was fantastic.  Pupils went to investigate many aspects of WW1 and WW2 history, the 
Holocaust exhibition was particularly poignant and left many contemplating what life was like all of those years ago.  Our 

resident historians Mr Roberts and Mrs Hughes, who came along on the trip, can use what the pupils saw in the  
museum to enhance learning in the History Department.  It certainly is an amazing place to visit! 

Our final stop before home was Covent Garden for lunch and a quick study of urban land use (or shopping!).  Our pupils 
negotiated their way around a very busy Covent Garden to see the sights, the street artists and soak up the atmosphere 
in general.  It was good that they all used their navigational skills to make their way back to the meeting point on time, so 
that we could make our way home!  Back on the coach we settled down for our long journey with a quiz.  Mrs Hassell’s 
deluxe prizes were greatly vied for, and in the end Gina’s group claimed the booty!  To round up the journey we had a 

good old sing song, to take us into Wrexham, and leave the exhausted pupils with the parents who hopefully had a quiet 
night!!! 

As ever our pupils were fantastic on the trip, particularly given the heat we endured in London!  Thank you to them, and 
also a huge thank you to the staff, Mr D Roberts, Mrs C Hughes and Mr G Roberts for accompanying me on the trip.  

We hope to run another trip next May, so watch out for any further information coming your way! 
 

Mrs AJ Hassell 

 

Molly ready for surgery! 

Meeting Eastenders Star ‘Peter Beale!’ 

Let surgery commence……….. 
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Mayor’s Charity Fund Reaches £39,000  
 
 

Headteacher Mr G Hughes accompanied by Head Boy James Roberts and Head Girl Lauren Jones were present at the 
official presentation of cheques to the charities supported by the now former Mayor of Wrexham Councillor Arwel 

Gwynn Jones at the Guildhall. 
 

Pupils and staff at Ysgol Rhosnesni helped to raise over £1,000 of the total by holding a non-uniform day and a Gala 
Concert at the William Aston Hall, Glyndwr University. 

 
‘I would like to thank everyone who contributed to raising such a significant amount of money for such worthy causes’ 

said Mr Hughes 
 
 

 
 

Remembrance Sunday November 14th 2010  
 
 

On Remembrance Sunday, Mr Hughes, Mr Farquharson, Lauren Jones 11S2 and James Roberts 11Y2 attended the 
Remembrance Service held at the R.W.F. Memorial. We watched as a large parade of soldiers marched through the 

streets of Wrexham to the memorial, where they were greeted with the sound of the Salvation Army Band. The service 
included hymns, reading and prayers, along with soundings of the ‘Last Post’ followed by two minutes silence. There 
were many people there paying their respects, and many of them along with ourselves laid wreaths to commemorate 

those who have given their lives in war.  
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Pasta King  
 

Have you ever wondered how a company develops new  
products? Ysgol Rhosnensi pupils did just that recently when 
they worked with staff from Pasta King to design their latest  

flavour of sauce to go with their range of pasta which is sold in 
school dining areas across the country. Mrs Price and the Food 

Technology team were on hand to support our budding  
masterchefs and were visited by Mayor of Wrexham Councillor  

Kelly who took part in an official ‘tasting’. The winning entry came 
from   

The Mayor of Wrexham Cllr Jim Kelly congratulates t he winning team 
at  

Ysgol Rhosnesni High School 

High School Pupils in Tasty Challenge  
 

High school pupils turned Chefs to complete a nine 
week food technology healthy eating challenge. 

A total of 75 year eight pupils at Ysgol Rhosnesni 
High School in Wrexham together with 75 year nine 

Pupils were asked to design and develop a  
nutritious dish as part of the school’s National 

healthy Schools programme and Appetite for Life 
project. 

The final which took place in the food technology 
suite at the school saw the Mayor of Wrexham Cllr 

Jim Kelly, join the judging panel to crown ‘Fasta 
Pasta’ the winning team for their minted Welsh 

Lamb and leek sauce. 
Helping the Mayor to judge the best sauces were 
Luke Thomas, the Junior future Chef of the year 
winner, Matt Pritchard, community officer for the 

Crusaders Rugby league team, and representatives  
From Wrexham Council’s  schools Catering  

Department. The Food technology  challenge  
sessions organised with the support of the school’s 
meals supplier, Pasta King,  encourages pupils to 
get a better understanding of the food production 
process. Sophie-Ann Williams from the winning 

team said“ It was a fantastic experience” 
 
  

 

Henry Ellis Makes A Splash!!  

Year 10 and 11 Child development students enjoyed a practical 
demonstration on how to keep a baby clean and also how to 

change a nappy, this was kindly demonstrated by Deputy  
Headteacher Simon Ellis’s wife Diane and 8 month old Henry, 

he was a credit to both mum and dad. 
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PEER MENTORS 
The Peer Mentors have been busy again this year with Anti-Bullying Week which took place from 15th - 21st November. 

The focus this year was about “Working together”. 
 

We thought the Peer mentors were a great example of working together as a team to fight bullying a power point  
presentation was delivered at all of the assemblies that week in school. 

 
A number of the Peer Mentors stood in front of each of the year groups on each day and spoke about what they thought 

working together meant and gave a powerful message about fighting bullying. We also had a “Candle lighting  
ceremony”. This was to represent how we are all different, but also in a lot of ways how we are all the same. The  

candles were all different shapes, sizes and colours, as people are, but inside the candles are all the same, as indeed 
we all are. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
The Peer Mentors who spoke throughout the week were :- 

Daniel Fisher Y11,Katie Strudwick Y11,Bobby William s Y11,Renee Carroll Y11,Lauren Crofts Y11,Rhian Bri mlow 
Y11, Becky May Y11, Caitlin Mills Y10, Nicole Hamne r Y10, Lauren Tynan Y10, Jake Hathaway Y10, Akhil B hatia 

& Tom Challinor both Y10 operated the power point p resentation. A big thank you to them all, they were   
brilliant! 

 

Peer Mentor Training  
�
At the beginning of November, Mrs Denise Payne was joined by 

3 Y11 Peer Mentors, Lauren Crofts, Katie Strudwick & Bobby 
Williams after we were invited to Ysgol Dinas Bran in Llangollen. 

They asked if we could provide our Peer Mentor training to  
approximately 38 Year 12 students, which would enable Peer 
Mentoring to start there.  We were delighted and very proud to 

able to do this and had a fantastic day there.  Thank you to 
 Rebecca Mansfield & all the staff at Ysgol Dinas Bran for their 

warm welcome to us. 

Year 10 Peer Mentors together with Denise Payne and  Headteacher Mr G Hughes 
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PROFFESIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITIES  
Project Zephyr  

You may remember in our last newsletter we told you about the ground breaking work being done through the Project Zephyr in 
measuring & analysing the impact our interventions had on the “soft skills” of the students involved.  

 
Project Zephyr was created by 3 schools working together as a professional community in improving self-esteem,  

confidence in learning & perceived strengths & difficulties of the children in each of our schools.  Ysgol Bryn Ellian in Colwyn Bay & 
Maggie McManus, Ysgol Caergybi in Holyhead & Nia Wyn Roberts & of course Ysgol Rhosnesni & Denise Payne, in partnership with 

Rhyl High School & former Rhosnesni Deputy Headteacher Claire Armitstead, who was one of the founder members of Project 
Zephyr before moving to Rhyl as Head Teacher in January this year.   

 
Our final residential was 12th & 13th of July 2010, were Rap Poetry was the order of 
the day & Ysgol Caergybi were the leaders of this particular learning. It was brilliant 

fun, Rap artist Martin Dawes gave students the chance to use sophisticated computer 
technology to help them create the sounds they needed for their Rap.  They worked 

in 2 groups to write the words & both groups talked about how much being involved in 
Project Zephyr had helped them, how they felt more confident, about the new friends 
they had made, & how they just felt better in general than they did before.  When it 
was completed, Martin took the work away & put it on a CD & each of the students 

got their own copy.  It even included the B.U.D. programme dog Tully, having his say 
with a few well placed barks!  Thank you to Ysgol Caergybi for that fantastic  

opportunity & for the great time that was had by everyone who took part.  
 

In addition to the rap poetry, we had a team building day of water sport activities; this was also a fantastic success. We were a little 
worried that some of our Zephyr pupils might be a bit unsure about going into the Menai strait but we were very pleased to be wrong 

about this, & every single person took part! They did things like, canoeing, wind surfing & kayaking & they all thoroughly  
enjoyed the day, as you can see by the pictures! 

 

 
 

The Zephyr Project has been recognised, not only within the 3 schools involved as innovative practise but also across the Education 
Authority, across all of North Wales. 

 
Project Zephyr Practitioners have been asked to visit other schools and other Education Authorities to share their expertise. 

 
Even though we are unable to measure the academic impact on the Zephyr cohort as yet (figures should be available in September 

2011) we have been able to measure the massive impact on our students with regard to Self-esteem, confidence in learning &  
perceived strengths & difficulties of being involved in the Zephyr Project.    

 
For example with the whole cohort of 46 students:- 

Overall self-esteem increased by….. 14%, Overall stress reduced by….. 42%,  
Adults concern about behaviour difficulties reduced by….. 50%,  Behavioural difficulties reduced by…..  31% 

Ability to get along with others improved by…. 40% 
 

These are just a small example of some of the measures we made before our interventions; a more detailed report has been given to 
the Welsh Assembly Government (WAG) which shows massive improvements right across all the measures we had taken at the 

start. 
 

A very big thank you once again to Learning Mentor/Coach Mrs Jane Roberts, to Progress Manager for Y10 Mr George Sumner & to 
Mrs Denise Payne Inclusion Pathways Coordinator for the work they put in to making Zephyr a complete success. Not forgetting a 

massive thank you to our Zephyr pupils!!!! 
 

Sasha Lloyd           Rhys Bailey 
Millie Lynch           David Duncan  
Lauren Tynan         David Benjifield                     
Caitlin Mills            Kyle Pemberton 
Natalya Marshall    Jason Jones 
Kimberley O’Brien  Jamie Downward 
Cejay Thomas         Lee Platt 
Julieann Munkley    Kyle Rocks          
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Scottish Power  
 
 
 

Year 11 pupils were recently provided with the opportunity to gain first hand experience of the selection process  
involved in the recruitment process for Modern Apprenticeships courtesy of a seminar run through Scottish Power by Mr 

Roy Jones. ‘It was a fantastic experience I now know exactly what is required and I feel much more confident about  
applying for the courses’ said Jack Morris 11H2 

 
‘The pupils were a pleasure to work with’ said Roy. ‘Hopefully they will continue to work hard and use the experience to 

support their future career goals’ He added. 
 

By Royal Appointment  
 

Thanks to the very strong links developing with ‘Scottish Power’ Headteacher Mr Hughes was recently invited to attend 
a ‘Business in the Community’ initiative meeting held at the picturesque location of Portmeirion.  

 
The meeting was honoured by the presence of HRH The Prince of Wales who is the president of the organisation that 

works with businesses to build a sustainable future for people and the planet. Being a member of ‘Business in the  
Community’ means being part of an international network of responsible businesses committed to building a sustainable 
future. Their approach to responsible business provides a framework to support and challenge business to improve its 

performance to benefit society through four key areas of expertise – community, environment, workplace and  
marketplace. 

 
Prince Charles was keen to find out about the various activities that are taking place at Ysgol Rhosnesni such as  
apprentice training workshops, Young Enterprise activities and building self esteem workshops which have been  

principally supported by Mr Roy Jones from ‘Scottish Power’. 
 

‘Being involved in ‘Business in the Community’ has been a very beneficial experience. In providing the pupils of the 
school with such a wide range of educational experiences, we have been able to further equip them with the knowledge, 

skills and understanding they will require for the world of further education and employment’ said Headteacher,  
Mr Hughes 

 
 
 

Pictured here is the 
Headteacher in  

conversation with  
HRH Prince Charles 
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Ysgol Rhosnesni High School and Wat’s Dyke Primary School: PLAYING 

THEIR PART IN LONDON 2012’S INTERNATIONAL LEGACY  
 

Wrexham’s Ysgol Rhosnesni  High School and Wat’s Dyke Primary School  will be 
playing host to their partner school from Indonesia in February 2011. A delegation from the 

two schools has just returned from a visit to Indonesia as part of London 2012 International Inspiration, a key 
strand of the international legacy of the London 2012 Olympic Games and Paralympic Games for children and young 

people around the world.  
 

The partnership delegates that included Mr Alun Evans (Headteacher of Wat’s Dyke, Miss Laura Edwards and Miss 
Donna Edwards (PE Department at Ysgol Rhosnesni High School) travelled to Indonesia at the end of October. The aim 

of the visit was to make a link with schools from both the primary and secondary sector in Surabaya, East Java to  
promote the benefits of sport for pupils. Teachers from both continents compared and shared ideas on the teaching of 

PE and Sport in schools and laid the foundations for what is hoped to be a productive partnership in the future.  
 

The delegates were extremely impressed by the standard of performance shown by the pupils in their PE lessons and 
the imaginative way the teachers were able to make the most of their facilities and resources to provide the pupils with a 

range of sporting opportunities. Staff experienced the traditional game of ‘Takraw’, as well as some wonderful  
performances of cultural song and dance during the visit. The Welsh schools hope to be able to extend an equally 

 impressive welcome to their counterparts on the return visit in February. 
 

This is the first time that an Olympic and Paralympic Organising Committee has launched a programme like this with the 
London 2012 Games as the catalyst for this ambitious engagement through sport programme. 

 
Launched in India, International Inspiration aims to use the power of physical education, sport and play to enrich the 
lives of millions of children and young people of all abilities in twenty countries across the world. From Azerbaijan to 
Zambia, International Inspiration empowers young people, many in difficult situations in their countries, to become  

leaders in their schools and communities, building their confidence and self esteem, as well as encouraging them to  
realise their ambition and full potential. They then become powerful advocates for change, helping others to improve 

their lives.   
 

Young Ambassador James Gardner a Year 10 pupil at Ysgol Rhosnesni attended the UK School Games in Newcastle 
recently which brought him into contact with other students from all over the world. As a result of James’ involvement 

with the YA he has gained leadership qualifications and is actively involved as a volunteer organising sporting events for 
younger students at his school. James hopes to extend his involvement by being chosen as a volunteer for the 2012 

Games in London.  
 

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson, International Inspiration Ambassador, said: “It is wonderful that students from Wales 
are taking part in International Inspiration, the most ambitious Olympic legacy programme to ever take place. I have 
been lucky to see firsthand through International Inspiration how sport is truly a global language, giving children and 

young people the chance to achieve their full potential. The links these schools are building with Indonesia through the 
programme will help students not only to understand other cultures, but also to play their part in using the power of sport 

to change lives.” 
 

School partnerships are an integral part of International Inspiration, providing an opportunity for teachers, children and 
young people to develop and share innovative approaches to PE, sport and play in the classroom and their local  

community as well as learn about and understand each other’s cultures, experiences and international development  
issues. Ysgol Rhosnesni and Wat’s Dyke are two of 164 schools in the UK currently linked to a school overseas through 

International Inspiration. 
 

These school partnerships are managed by the British Council, which has long experience of linking schools 
 internationally, working in partnership with the Youth Sport Trust, which utilises its expertise in developing teachers and 

young leaders through sport. 
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PE DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Girls’ Year 7 Athletics Team 2010  
Wrexham District Team Champions  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the Year 7 girls selected to represent  
Rhosnesni in the Wrexham Athletics Championships at  

Queensway. 
Tegan Forber, Katy Whitley, (district champions), A shleigh 

Evans,Alice Jones, Paige Suckley, Monika Pugh Jones, 
Bethany Ashley 

Year 8 Rounders Team 2010  

Well done to the girls that represented RHS and won the  
Wrexham Tournament �

Rhian Smith, Ama Swainson, Emily Morris, Sammy 
Jo Hughes, Lauren Ashman, Rebecca Mackreth, 

 Kirsty Hoare, Ellie Bonner, Georgia Clifton, Hannah  
Taylor, Natasha Ellis 
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Boys PE Clubs 
  

  
  

Nov -- Feb 

  
  

3pm – 4pm 

  
Monday 

  

Badminton yr 7,8,9 
Rugby 7,8,9 

  

Sportshall 
Outside 

  
Wednesday 

  

Badminton 10 & 11 
Basketball 7,8 & 9 

Sportshall 
Gym 

  
Thursday 

  
Swimming 

  
Pool 
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Year 9 Boys  
 

Year 9 Football Team, who have started the league 
season undefeated with a 3-2 win over Morgan Llwyd 

and a thrilling  
5-1 victory over last’s years champions Ruabon. 

Year 10 Football Team  
 

Congratulations to year 10 football team who have won 
every match so far this season including wins over 
Penley, Morgan Llwyd, Ruabon and St Josephs. 

Ross White 10Y2 in the line up 
for the under 16’s International 

match  
Wales vs Switzerland 

Year 11 Football Team  
 

The team were recently knocked out of the Welsh Cup after 
losing 3-2 in an exciting game against Prestatyn 

Welsh Golf  
 

Congratulations to Louis Gray who is currently in the Welsh 
 under 16’s golf squad training for the summer Internationals 

Fund Raiser  
 

A Big THANKYOU from Mr Dave Roberts to all 
who kindly supported him in the Snowdonia 

Marathon. The total raised for the British Heart 
Foundation was £785.00. The Money will go 
towards essential equipment and research. 
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What’s on …  
 

School does not end at 3pm …..there are many wide a nd varied activities which take place after school.   
 

Why not give them a try? 
 

PE - Boys 
 

In addition to 5x60 
 

Tues Yr 8 and Yr 10 Football - training or fixtures 3-5.30pm 
 

Wed Yr 7, 8 & 9 Basketball club, Yr 10 & 11 Badminton  
 

Thurs Yr 7 and Yr9 Football  
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Work Experience 2010  

 
This year’s work placement took place on the 20th to the 24th September 2010 for the Year 11 pupils. 

 
In January Mike Bryon from Careers Wales came in to deliver the introduction to Work Experience. This was held during 
PSE and was delivered over two weeks. Following these briefing sessions information letters with consent forms where 
given out to all the students in the year group. Many of the students were proactive from the start in seeking placements 
and the completed forms returned to school so the Health and Safety process could begin. Out of the 232 pupils on the 
Work Experience database a total of 215 secured a placement. All of these settings went through the Health & Safety 

vetting procedure carried out by Careers Wales. Some of the placements arranged for pupils meant they were travelling 
further a field to areas such as Cumbria, Crewe and Manchester. Ten students also had the opportunity to attend the 

Army 5 day residential course in Kinmel Camp. This course consisted of various military activities that are both  
physically and mentally challenging; they took part in many activities which regular soldiers undertake daily such as  
assessments, personal administration, working with others and many more. Reports from Army personnel was that 

those who attended had a superb time and entered into the course with much enthusiasm, one of them even returning 
with the most fittest student award. 

 
Feedback from pupils, parents and employers was largely positive with a higher number of employers than in previous 
years stating that the pupils had shown a good level of maturity and their attitudes to work were of an excellent nature. 
They felt many pupils had worked hard at getting a placement that suited their needs. Many pupils felt they had learnt 

new skills such as working as part of a team and working with people from different age groups.  
 

Overall the process for planning and gaining placements ran smoothly and the experience of the world of work for many 
individuals was an extremely positive one.  

Well done Year 11 
 

A.Taylor  
 

 

Fittest Student  
 

The fittest student award went to Luca Williams 
and the prize was awarded by Sgt Barker 

Prize Winners  
 

Callum Williams ( Connah’s Quay HS ) Most Improved 
Student 

 
Sarah Mulhern ( Elfed HS ) Top Student 

 
Sgt Barker 

 
Luka Williams ( Rhosnesni HS ) Fittest Student 

Group Photo 
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Year 7’s PDSA Club 
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Ysgol Rhosnesni Pupils  
“Playing for Success”  

 
A group of 12 year 10 pupils have been involved in an 
 innovative project that links progress in mathemat ics 

to sport. “Playing for Success” is a joint venture  
between Wrexham LEA, Wrexham Football Club/ Celtic  

Crusaders and Rhosnesni High School. Pupils are 
taught after school on a Thursday by Miss Gemma 

Wood, in the education suite at The Racecourse 
Ground. Pupils have access to laptop computers, and  
are taught  Mathematics within the context of footb all 
and Rugby. All pupils are thoroughly enjoying their   

programme, which has allowed them to meet players, 
tour the ground while simultaneously developing the ir 
mathematical ability. Mr Richie Daniels supports th e 

class providing his expert knowledge of football. 

 
“Inclusion For All Event” at Rhosnesni  

 
 

We extended our traditional and very successful Progress Afternoon for parents of all pupils on 18th November 
by holding an ‘Inclusion For All’ event in the School Hall.  We invited many of our Community Partners and External 

Agencies who provide an additional and very welcome support to our now well-established Inclusion system.  It was an 
opportunity for parents to view a number of our school-based and external agencies, and a chance to gather information 

and make contact with a variety of Support services and Community links.  
The event was very successful and we were joined by many school-based and external agencies / links.  The 

Inclusion team in school was very encouraged by this success and hopes to extend and develop this idea in the future. 
Some very positive and thought-provoking feedback was provided by Agencies, Community members and numerous 
parents.  We invited a number of visitors and were delighted that amongst those able to attend were Lesley Griffiths 

(Assembly Member). Ian Lucas (MP), Jan Wingett and Nick Williams from the LEA, Alun Evans, Headteacher at Wat’s 
Dyke school, and Malcolm King from the Venture.    

We are very grateful to all who contributed to this event, including: Avow, Caia Park Partnership, Careers 
Wales, Dynamic, Educational Psychology service, 5/60 Officer, Release, Student Assistance Programme, the Venture, 

WCBC Welfare Rights and Wrexham Credits, Youth Justice and Debbie, Shelley and Craig from the Youth Service.   
Input from School-based support included Denise Payne (Inclusion Pathways Co-ordinator), with a dedicated 

team of Peer Mentors, Gareth Hatton (Behaviour Manager), Tracey Sear, Tracey Millington, Karen White and Richie 
Daniels from the Inclusion Team, Jane Roberts, Learning Mentor and Angela Taylor, Learning Coach.  Fabulous  

displays were provided, covering Anti-Bullying, Peer Mentors and the Zephyr Project, as well as Learning 
Coaching and 14-19 Learning Pathways.  Sue Jones and her team raised funds for Children in Need selling cakes and 
raffle tickets.   Christine Colclough, Governor and from Friends of Rhosnesni was kind enough to provide refreshments 

which were very much appreciated. Thank You to everyone. 
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The Giving Machine  
 

Rhosnesni High School is the latest school to sign up to the online fundraising portal The Giving Machine. Rhosnesni 

High School serves over 1000 children from the local area. We hope to raise much needed income to develop facilities 

at the school through the innovative online shopping scheme.   

A member of the Institute of Fundraising, The Giving Machine taps into the multi-billion pound online retail market by 

providing a website for shoppers to buy from over 300 leading retailers. Every time you shop online via The Giving  

Machine, a percentage of the sale is turned into a donation on behalf of the shopper and given to their chosen UK 

school and/or charity - at no cost to the shopper. The not-for-profit scheme launched nationally in 2007 and is already 

raising regular income for over 3,000 charities and schools across the UK.�
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International Inspiration  

International Inspiration brings young  
people  from all over the world together 

through sport 

The UK school games brings young athletes 
from across the UK to compete and prepare 
them for when they get older to compete at 

worldwide competitions  At the UK school games I volunteered at 
three  different sports which were volley 
ball, athletics and hockey but before the 
games started I went on a child welfare 

course and athletics level 1 course.  

I met young people from the UK but also from 10 
other countries. Those countries were South Africa, 

Indonesia, Pakistani, India, Brazil, Russia,  
Mozambique, Jordan, Trinidad and Tobago, Nigeria. 

I also met Alan Bell who is one of only 5 official  
athletics starters and he started the 100 meters race 

in Berlin when Usain Bolt set a new world record.      

The UK school games are planning another  
competition next year in Sheffield 

I hope to use the experiences that I have gained through my volunteering at the UK 
School Games by volunteering at the 2012 London Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, I also hope to visit the country that my school will be linked with through  
International Inspiration and then pass on all my experiences through my leadership 

in sport as I hope to have a future career in sport.  

James Gardner 10Y2 had the opportunity to be part of the International Inspiration experience and below are some of 
what he experienced and photos from when he was there. 
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Counting Votes  
The school council elections took place during Democracy Week held during October. The new school council is made 

up of  pupils listed below 
Pupils gained a realistic experience of the way in which elections take place and members of the Governing Body were 

present along with the Mayor of Wrexham and Assembly Member Lesley Griffiths at the declaration of results ceremony. 

  
FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  
7S1 
  

  
Naseem Rchaidi 

  
7R1 
  

  
Hannah Roberts 

  
7Y1 
  

  
Jamie Roberts 

  
7H1 
  

  
Ryan Moore 

  
7S2 
  

  
Frazer Tierney 

  
7R2 
  

  
Megan Bryne 

  
7Y2 
  

  
Ellie Jones 

  
7H2 
  

  
Harry Liddy 

Year 7 
  
FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  
8Y2 
  

  
Keiron Jarvis 

  
8R1 
  

  
Jason Griffiths 

  
8R2 
  

  
Jack Jones 

  
8H1 
  

  
Daniel McNay 

  
8H2 
  

  
Owen Weston 

  
8S1 
  

  
Owen Fairhurst 

  
8S2 
  

  
Abigail Yeates 

  
8Y1 
  

  
Emmie-Jay Masters 

Year 8 

Year 9 
  
FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  

  
9Y1 
  

  
Caitlin Wintin 

  
ONLY CANDIDATE 

  
9Y2 
  

  
Joe Hughes 

  
2nd year 

  
9R1 
  

  
Pierce Blythen 
  

  
2nd year 

  
9H1 
  

  
Nathan Jones 

  

  
9L2 
  

  
Callum Murray 

  
ONLY CANDIDATE 

  
9G2 
  

  
Daniel Allen 

  
2nd year 

  
9S1 
  

  
Keirion Bennion 

  
2nd year 

  
9S2 
  

  
Kate Roberts 

  
2nd year 

  
9O2 
  

  
Adam Williams 

  
2nd year 
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FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  
  

  
10Y1 
  

  
Lauren Tynan 

  
ONLY CANDIDATE 

  
10S2 
  

  
Jack Walker 

  
  

  
10S1 
  

  
Ahkil Bhatia 

  

  
10H2 
  

  
Jason Williams 

  

  
10H1 
  

  
Josh Collins 

  
ONLY CANDIDATE 
  

  
10R2 
  

  
Hannah Gaffey 

  
ONLY CANDIDATE 
  

  
10R1 
  

  
Lewis Finch 

  
  

  
10Y2 
  

  
James Gardner 

  
  

Year 10 

  
FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  

  
11S1 
  

  
Callum Davies 

  
2nd year 

  
11S2 
  

  
Josh Jones 

  
2nd year 

  
11H2 
  

  
Elisha Hughes 

  
2nd year 

  
11H1 
  

  
Brett Ian Ginning 

  
2nd year 

  
11R2 
  

  
Bethan Williams 

  
2nd year 

  
11R1 
  

  
James Quiney 

  
2nd year 

  
11Y2 
  

  
Patsy Victoria Cliffe 

  
2nd year 

  
11Y1 
  

  
Danielle Williams 

  
2nd year 

Year 11 

School Council Cabinet  

  
FORM 
  

  
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE 

  

7S1 Naseem Rchaidi   

7H2 Harry Liddy   

8H1 Daniel McNay   

8Y1 Emmie-Jay Masters   

9H1 Nathan Jones   

9L2 Callum Murray   

10S2 Jack Walker   

10H1 Josh Collins  

11S1 Callum Davies  

11R1 James Quiney  
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Twinning and Singing  
 

Wrexham recently celebrated 40 years of twinning with Markischer  
Kreis in Germany at a special concert held at Wrexham Memorial Hall. 
Subject Leader for Music Mr Kevin Whitley conducted a mixed infant 
and junior choir made up of children from the ‘Rhosnesni Family of 

Schools’ and also led the school choir. ‘It was a fantastic experience for 
us all’ said Mr Whitley who added ‘I am very grateful to the staff and 
pupils of the infant and junior schools who have worked so hard to put 

the performance together’ 

Choir help to commemorate 70th  
Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 

 
Ysgol Rhosnesni choir members recently played an 
important role in a service held recently at St John’s 
Church to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 

Battle of Britain. 

Goodbye and Good Luck Miss Elston  
 

Miss Erin Elston has been appointed to the post of 
Subject Leader for Music at The Bishop’s School, 
Chester and will take up her post in January. We 

wish Erin every future success in her new position 
and thank her for the contribution she has made to  

Ysgol Rhosnesni. 

Music Department  
 
We have had a great start to the year, with a fabulous intake of year 7s into band and choir.  The future promises to be 

good.  
 

Rhosnesni High School is very lucky to have such good quality peripatic music teachers provided by Wrexham Music 
Service and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all their hard work and it may continue into the future.  
Tuition is provided for woodwind, string and brass instruments, and also drums and guitar. We are hoping to start vocal 

tuition after Christmas. 
 

Pupils are enjoying some new ideas and schemes of work in the classroom, with year 8 particularly enjoying the Blues 
music work.  Year 9 are producing some good film music, and year 7 are showing themselves to have a lot of music 

ability with fantastic rhythm and performance skills.  Thinking skills and the use of mini whiteboards are proving  
successful at Key Stage 3.   Year 11 GCSE music students are nearing the end of the new course specification.   

 
Our many ensembles have been rehearsing hard in preparation for concerts and Christmas events.  Rhosnesni School 

Choir has increased in numbers and has been extremely busy already.    They performed at a concert at St. Johns 
Church for the “Battle of Britain” in the second week of the term. This was a tough challenge as the choir consisted of 

30 new year 7 members, but they performed fantastically well and rose to the challenge of learning new music.   
 

The choir and band performed at our school open evening.  
 

On Friday 22nd October the choir performed at a concert for the 40th Anniversary of the link between Wrexham and  
Markeschier Kreis.  Mr Whitley has formed a primary cluster choir consisting of around 80 pupils from all of our feeder 

primary schools.  The newly formed choir performed at the concert starting the evening off with two songs, one of which 
was in Welsh.  The choir were fantastic, and Mr Whitley hopes to continue the choir and the links formed between the 

primary schools.  
 

On Saturday 6th November the choir performed at a big concert, once again in the Memorial Hall, to raise funds for 
“Help for Heroes”. The concert was with Choral Variations, a mixed choir from Llangollen, and Llangollen Silver Band. 

The choir sand  10 songs, 3 of which were joint items with the other choir.  The concert was a fantastic evening  
entertainment for a very worthwhile cause.  

 
The choir are once again preparing to compete at the Eisteddfod in July 2011 and also the National Eisteddfod to be 

held in Wrexham in August.  The choir are also hoping to compete at Oswestry Music Festival and Wrexham Musical 
Festival.  Both choir and band will be competing in the Music For Youth regional festival in March 2010.   

 
This year The Carol Concert is on Tuesday 14th December at St. Giles Church, beginning at 7pm. 
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Due to consistent good behaviour, high praise points, and 
excellent effort in lessons, the following pupils have been 
invited to lunch,  
prepared by the Year 10 team. 
 
This event will take place every half term, enabling most 
year 10 pupils to have a chance of being rewarded for their 
consistent efforts and hard work. 
 
Well done and keep up the high standards!! 
 
Year 10 team. 

S1 –Katy Roberts, Lewis Williams,  
Ryan Hooson. 
R1 – Lauren Jones, Rebecca Hughes, 
Adam Stewart. 
Y1 – David Benjafield, Erica Mullen, 
Nicole Hamner. 
H1 – Lauren Clutton, Rhys Taylor,  
Scott Jones. 
S2 – Jak Walker, Maddie Jones,  
Jamie Downward. 
R2 – Sophie Williams, Shannon Taylor, 
Shannon Roberts. 
Y2 – Molly Roberts, Callum Ridgeway ,  
Danny Walley. 
H2 – Ryan Merrill, Emily Slater,  
Kelsey Davies 
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LLONGYFARCHIADAU!!!!!! 
 

I know it seems like a while ago now but I would like to say belated congratulations to all the winners and competitors of 
the school Eisteddfod back in July, but especially to 7S2 and 8S2 (now 8S2 and 9S2), the winning form groups. It was a 
fantastic day enjoyed by all Year 7 and 8 pupils. Once again the standard was excellent and pupils were commended by 

Mr Aled Lewis Evans, a local author and poet who came to judge the Eisteddfod. 
 

I would also like to congratulate the previous Year 11 on achieving an excellent set of exam results. Both the full and 
short course achieved a fantastic set of grades and as a department we would like to thank them for their hard work. 

 
We have also welcomed a new cohort into Year 7 who are busy working hard revising the basics. Year 8 have been 
learning how to discuss their holidays and are now learning how to discuss their school; Year 9 for the first time have 
been put in to sets which have been working well, they have been studying the past tense. Year 10 pupils have been 
busy preparing for their controlled assessments which count towards 20% of their final exam grade. Year 11 are busy 

preparing for their mock exams after Christmas and finishing off their coursework. 
 

Finally, Year 9 pupils are looking forward to their upcoming trip to Disneyland Paris in March to celebrate the St David’s 
Day festival. 
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French News  
 

Key Stage 4 news  
 
 

 Congratulations go to all our ex year 11 pupils for their fantastic GCSE results. They worked incredibly hard and  
deserved the high grades they achieved. Felicitations! The results were the best that the Languages Department have 

achieved. Overall we had a fantastic 78% pass rate of which we are very proud. We wish all our ex pupils all the best for 
the future.  

 
Our current year 11 pupils are currently working hard on their controlled assessments. The new year 10 classes have 

settled in well to their GCSE studies and will soon be completing their first assessments. We are running a French Club 
on Mondays after school for year 10 and 11 where pupils can come to study, to revise and get support and help.  

 
In December, we are visiting the European Christmas Markets with our Key Stage 4 pupils. Albert Square in  

Manchester has market stalls from all over Europe during the Christmas period and pupils will be able to sample French 
cheeses or buy a crêpe as well as experiencing Christmas traditions from different European countries. 

 
We are encouraging pupils to make full use of the range of resources available on the Internet and we have a web site 

purely for Rhosnesni pupils. Log onto www.rhosnesnifrench.pbworks.com and you will see lots of links to different 
pages. We have a page for each year group with exercises and language games. There is also information about the 

MFL department, our visits to France and help on supporting your child’s language learning.  
 
 

Key Stage 3 News  
 

Towards the end of the summer term year 7 learnt some words for snacks and drinks in French and some classes had 
the chance to try a “diabolo menthe” - it seemed to go down well although a few pupils thought it tasted like toothpaste! 
In July Year 8 entered into a national competition to design a poster for the European day of Languages – we had some 

wonderful entries but unfortunately we did not win. However, we did celebrate the European day of Languages by  
attending an event organised by Europe Direct on 22nd September. 20 year 9 pupils listened to a story in Italian, joined 
in a French version of “It’s a knockout” and made a Welsh themed banner. We also had a speech from the Mayor of 

Wrexham about the importance of languages and how learning a language can give you a different vision of life. 
 
  

�
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French Visits Update  
 

After last year’s successful visit to DisneyLand, Year 9 are looking forward to their visit to Paris next March 
when they will see how Disney Resort Paris celebrate St David's day. 

En plus!  
 

There is no need to wait for your French lesson to practise your French. 

 Why not log onto www.linguascope.com and try some of the games.  
Ask your French teacher for the password. 
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Château de Broutel 0ctober 2010  

We had a wonderful time on our  
recent visit to France with year 8. 
 Pupils had a real opportunity to  

experience French culture via a range 
of visits including a chocolate factory, 
a goat farm, an aquarium and local 
traditional markets. All pupils had a 

language booklet and had the chance 
to practise their French during  

excursions. Everyone really enjoyed 
themselves and here is what some 

pupils had to say about the visit; On Saturday we went to a goat farm. 
I really enjoyed it. We were allowed to 

stroke the goats and we learnt a lot 
about them. After we went round the 
front of the goat farm and there were 
little baby chicks, I was too scared to 
hold them in case I dropped them! 

After that we went into the farmhouse 
and watched the farmer make goat’s 
cheese, it takes four days to make 

goat’s cheese. That was the best day 
and I enjoyed the goat’s farm the 

most! 
Amy Carter 8S2 My favourite part of the French trip 

was Nausicaa, the aquarium. We 
were allowed to walk around on our 
own which was good because we 

could look at anything we wanted to 
look at rather than what someone 
else wanted to look at. There were 
some really cool fish, but I really 

liked the penguins. The French trip 
was awesome and thank you to all 
the teachers who came on the trip. 

Simon Bent 8S2 

 
My best part was in the chocolate 

factory! When I tasted the chocolate 
it was really nice. I would really like 

to go again. We visited a goat farm, it 
was my first time on a farm and I was 
really excited. I really appreciate your 

effort for us, thank you. 
Katie Laugharne 8S2 

 
Thank you for the French trip, it is a 

group of memories I will never forget! 
Sioned Bryden 8S2 

I enjoyed France, it was nice to get away for the 
weekend and see France. I enjoyed the aquarium 
and the chateau was really nice. I liked the room 
that we stayed in even though it was the smallest 

one! The instructors were very nice too. I even 
enjoyed the journey down. THANK YOU! 

Chloe Williams 8Y1 
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Learning Support Department  
Learning Support recognise a number of pupils each half term for their effort and achievement at 
school. 
 
October 2010        
 
Year 7. Paige Ginning 
 
Year 8. Rhonwen Western 
 
Year 9. Dewi Evans 
 
 

December 2010 

 
Year 7. Louis Bryan 

Year 8. Kelly Wilde 

Year 9. Emily Burton 
 
 
Congratulations to you all! 

Paige Grinning Rhonwen Western Dewi Evans 

Louis Bryan 

Kelly Wilde 
Emily Burton 
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Daniel Faulkner Julieann Munkley Dewi Evans 

Jamie Douglass 

TRANSITION CHALLENGE  

Louis Eckersley-Carr 
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Erddig  

�
Three of the Year 10 pupils in Mrs. Beattie’s Speech and Language class have been visiting Erddig on a Tuesday 
afternoon as part of their ASDAN Bronze Award. They have been helping to tidy and plant a new wildlife garden. 

On our way to the Liverpool Museum we stopped off at some Beatles Tourist 
Spots. 

If you want to find out about the Beatles just type ‘The Beatles’ into Google. 
Four decades after their break-up, the Beatles' music continues to be popular. 

‘Above us Only Sky’ 
these words are in John 

Lennon’s song ‘Imagine’ 
Liverpool Airport was 

renamed in 2002 in  
honour of John Lennon to 
‘Liverpool John Lennon 

Airport’ 

Outside John Lennon’s 
house. 

Fab seven stood outside Strawberry Fields 

Museum and Art Gallery 

  Classical Painting 

(All photos by Miss A. Potts) 
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Children and Young People Service/Gwasanaeth Plant a 
Phobl Ifanc  
 

16 Lord Street, Wrexham LL11 1LG 
16 Stryt yr Arglwydd, Wrecsam LL11 1LG 
Tel/Ffôn: 01978 297505   BT Text Phone: 01978 292067    
www.wrexham.gov.uk    www.wrecsam.gov.uk 

Transition to Secondary 
School 
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The youth work team based in Rhosnesni facilitated activities during the 
summer holidays enabling young people to establish relationships, take part 
in new activities and talk about any worries/concerns they may have about 
moving to their new school.   
 
A small group of pupils were  invited to take part in these activities which 
included: Scavenger & creature hunt at Alyn Waters, All about me, Art pro-
ject @ Dodds lane, Gwersyllt, Trip Bowling and Gardening at Dodds Lane.  
Pupils participating were given a booklet to record and evaluate all the ac-
tivities and as evidence  used to gain credits from the Children's’/Youth Uni-
versity.   
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Course Title Day Date W
ks 

Start 
Time 

Finish 
Time 

Full Fee Conc. 
Fee 

Aromatherapy & Indian Head Massage Thursday 17/03/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Bid, Buy & Sell at Online Auction Sites Thursday 20/01/11 8 1.30pm 3.30pm £55 £39 

Bid, Buy & Sell at Online Auction Sites Thursday 24/03/11 8 1.30pm 3.30pm £55 £39 

Bums and Tums Thursday 20/01/11 8 7.00pm 8.00pm  £20  £20 

Counselling Basic Monday 17/01/11 8 9.30am 11:30pm £55 £39 

Counselling Basic Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Counselling Intermediate Tuesday 18/01/11 8 9.30am: 11.30am £55 £39 

Counselling Intermediate Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Digital Photography Beginners Thursday 13/01/11 11 10.00am: 12.20pm £55 £39 

Digital Photography Beginners Thursday 07/04/11 11 10.00am 12.20pm £55 £39 

Digital Photography Beginners Thursday 20/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Drawing & Watercolours - Beginners Tuesday 18/01/11 8 1.30pm: 3.30pm £55 £39 

Drawing & Watercolours - Beginners Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Drawing & Watercolours - Beginners Tuesday 22/03/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Drawing & Watercolours– Beginners Tuesday 22/03/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Flower Arranging for Spring Monday 07/02/11 8 1.00pm 3.00pm £55 £39 

Flower Arranging for Spring Thursday 20/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Flower Arranging for Summer Monday 09/05/11 8 1.00pm: 3.00pm £55 £39 

Flower Arranging for Summer Thursday 24/03/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Guitar for Beginners: Learn to Play, Rock, 
Blues & Classical 

Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to Adobe Photoshop Elements 
for Beginners 

Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to Computers Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to Computers Monday 10/01/11 11 10:30am 12:50pm £55 £39 

Introduction to Computers Monday 04/04/11 11 10:30am 12:50pm £55 £39 

Introduction to French Part 2 Thursday 20/01/11 10 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to German Year 1 Tuesday 18/01/11 16 7.00pm 9.00pm £80 £56 

Introduction to Italian Thursday 20/01/11 16 7.00pm 9.00pm £80 £56 

Introduction to Polish 1 (part 2) Tuesday 18/01/11 16 7.00pm 9.00pm £80 £56 

Introduction to Sign Language Thursday 20/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to Spanish Friday 21/01/11 16 12.00am 2.00pm £80 £56 

Introduction to Spanish (part 2) Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £80 £56 

Introduction to the Art of Wood Carving Thursday 20/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Introduction to the Internet & Email Tuesday 11/01/11 11 9.30am 11.50am £55 £39 

Introduction to the Internet & Email Tuesday 05/04/11 11 9.30am 11.50am £55 £39 

Introduction to Web Site Design Monday 03/02/11 8 1.30pm 3.30pm £55 £39 

Italian 1 for Beginners (part 2) Tuesday 18/01/11 16 7.00pm 9.00pm £80 £56 

Learn to Crochet Thursday 03/03/11 8 10.00am 12.00am £55 £39 

Simple Introduction to Book-Keeping Tuesday 18/01/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Spanish Year 3 Tuesday 01/03/11 10 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Spanish Year 2 Thursday 03/03/11 10 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

Spanish Year 4 Friday 4/03/11 8 7.00pm 9.00pm £55 £39 

For Further Information:- 
Contact: Kath Campbell  

Rhosnesni Adult Centre  
Rhosnesni Lane 

Wrexham LL13 9ET   
(01978 266375 

kath.campbell@rhosnesni-
high.sch.wrexham.uk   

Enrol Now:-On-line at  
www.yale-

wrexham.ac.uk 
In Person at Yale  

College (  01978 311794  

Welcome to our new programme of Adult Courses.  
In partnership with Yale College we are running an  

exciting range of leisure courses & qualifications for adults of all ages. 
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NEW STAFF AT YSGOL RHOSNESNI  

Information and Communication Technology  

KS3 
 
Pupils are working hard to improve their ICT skills. Projects for 
this year include: 
 
 
Year 7   Zoo project 
 
 
Year 8   Theme Park project 
 
 
Year 9   Pop project 

All pupils have been reminded about the  
importance of ‘Keeping Safe on the Internet.’  
 

     
 
Parents/carers should have received a letter and 
e-safety/network agreement to be signed and 
returned to the school office. If you have not  
received these, then copies may be obtained 
from the school office 

 

KS4 
 

Year 10 and 11  pupils are completing work for GCSE Business and Communication Systems or OCR Nationals 
Level 2 in ICT. 

 
Summer Results  

ICT continues to be a very successful subject 
 

KS3 June 2010 
83% of pupils achieved level 5 or above  
31% of pupils achieved level 6 or above 

 
 

KS4 August 2010 
Cohort exceeded FFT(D) A*- C target grades               

 
59% of pupils entered achieved at least one A* - C grade (or equivalent)  

  
27 (top set) OCR pupils achieved a double award equivalent to A*/A 

87 AQA Business and Communication Systems pupils achieved A* - C   
�����$%���������������������&'(&()�������  

Mr S Jones. �

Steven Jones has joined Rhosnensi High School teaching in 
the Science department.  He is a science teacher specialising 
in Physics. After working in management in Industry Steven 
did a PGCE at Bangor University last year to come into the 
teaching profession.  Steven has a passion for teaching and 

after completing a Masters degree in Physics and Chemistry is 
looking forward to making a difference in the school. Hobbies 

include watching Liverpool lose :-)! 

Welcome to other New Staff…..  
 

Miss Katharine Froede  English Department 
Miss Tracey Houghton  Science Department 

  Mrs Julie Williams              D&T Department 
Miss Jenny Williams      D&T Department 
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STUDENT NEWS 

ROSS WHITE 10Y2 
 

Congratulations to Ross for being selected for Wales 
under 16’s team over the summer holidays. 

The team played against Switzerland on August 19th  
and we look forward to hearing more about Ross and his 

International career.  
 

Well done  
Mr G Sumner & Mrs C Hughes 

LAURA TURNBULL 10S1  
 

I’ve played football since the age of six. I played for 2 
years in America and have played for Wales ever since 
I moved back from the States in 2004. I have recently 

been picked for Wales National  
Development Squad, trails were held during April  

earlier this year at the TNS ground in Oswestry. I spent 
the day going through numerous intense  

fitness, skill and agility tests, I feel really lucky to have 
been chosen for the National Squad, but I know I can 

achieve anything with practise and dedication!. 

Congratulations Ben Wilkinson 9S1  
 

Ben was one of the winners in the Erddig Garden  
Photograph Competition. 

The quality of the entries were very high, it took a team of 
four judges a lot of time to make their final choices. The 

aim was to get all the visitors to Errdig who take photos to 
send them in and show off the house and gardens at their 

best and that certainly was achieved. 

 
 
 
 

The public are welcome to come and see the  
exhibition during the Christmas Market weekends 

in December, the dates are……  
4th, 5th, 11th, 12th, 18th and 19th 

They will be on show in the Exhibition Room . 

This is the 
photograph 
which was 
entered by 

Ben. 
Well done 
and we are 
waiting to 
see a lot 

more in the 
future 

Jason Beckett 8R1  
 

Pictured below is Jason with  
‘St John’s Ambulance Best Male Cadet Shield’ 

 
Jason has been with St John’s Ambulance for the last 

three and a half years and is very proud to have won the 
Shield. 

 
Well Done Jason and good work…….. 
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  C
an w

e take this opportunity to thank all parents w
ho have taken advantage of these  

A
chievem

ent slips to inform
 us of the activities an

d successes of our young people. A
s ever 

w
e w

ish to celebrate all the achievem
ents of the st

udents, in and out of school. W
e are unable 

to do this w
ithout your support.  

 
Please use this slip to inform us of any 
achievement, whether in or out of school, 
of which you are proud  and would like  
celebrated in the school newsletter. 
 
Name of Student: 
 
Tutor Group: 
 
Nature of Achievement: 

Achievement to Celebrate  

 
Please use this slip to inform us of any 
achievement, whether in or out of school, 
of which you are proud  and would like  
celebrated in the school newsletter. 
 
Name of Student: 
 
Tutor Group: 
 
Nature of Achievement: 

Achievement to Celebrate  

Please use this slip to inform us of any 
changes to personal contact details, 
 telephone numbers, addresses etc. 
 
Name of Student: 
 
Tutor Group: 
 
Emergency Telephone No: 
 
Address: 

CHANGE OF DETAILS  

Please use this slip to inform us of any 
changes to personal contact details, 
 telephone numbers, addresses etc. 
 
Name of Student: 
 
Tutor Group: 
 
Emergency Telephone No: 
 
Address: 
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